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Resources of the North & South

Northern Advantages Southern Advantages

● Larger population
● more industry & material 

resources
● extensive railroad lines
● retention of U.S. Navy

● Defensive strategy
● vast territory
● excellent military leadership

North South
POPULATION 21.5 million 9 million

RAILROAD MILEAGE 21.7 thousand miles 9 thousand miles

MANUFACTURING

Number of Factories 110.1 thousand 20.6 thousand

Number of Workers 1.17 million 111 thousand

Value of Products $1.62 billion $155 million

FINANCE
Bank Deposits $207 million $47 million

Specie $56 million $27 million

AGRICULTURE
Corn (bushels) 446 million 280 million

Wheat (bushels) 132 million 31 million

Oats (bushels) 150 million 20 million

Cotton (bales) 4 thousand 5 million

Tobacco (pounds) 229 million 199 million

Rice (pounds) 50 thousand 187 million
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North South
LIVESTOCK

Horses 4.2 million 1.7 million

Donkeys & Mules 300 thousand 800 thousand

Dairy Cows 5.7 million 2.7 million

Beef Cattle 6.6 million 7 million

Sheep 16 million 5 million

Swine 16.3 million 15.5 million

GOVERNMENT

Centralized federal 
government well suited 

to reacting to 
emergencies.

Ability to field and 
finance a huge army.

Decentralized 
confederate 

government that often 
could not agree on 
military strategy. 

Inability to raise taxes to 
pay for war.

Northerner, William T. Sherman, warned a southern friend in 1860. “You are bound 
to fail.” Which advantages would allow the North to raise a larger, better equipped army 
than the South?
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